
 

INFORMATION
FOR IMMIGRANTS:
COVID-19
VACCINATION
IN JERSEY CITY
Can I get vaccinated even if I don’t have
health insurance?
Yes! The U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) strictly require that 
vaccine providers may not deny anyone a vaccina�on because they 
do not have health insurance. Some vaccine providers might ask for 
health insurance informa�on, but you are not required to provide it. 
The CDC also states that vaccina�ons must be provided free of cost, 
and providers may not require you to receive other medical services 
before being vaccinated.1

Can I get vaccinated even if I don’t have a Social
Security number?
Yes! You do not need a Social Security number, work authoriza�on, 
or any immigra�on status to be vaccinated. On February 1, 2021 the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced its full 
support for vaccina�on sites that serve undocumented immigrants, 
sta�ng, “DHS encourages all individuals, regardless of immigra�on 
status, to receive the COVID-19 vaccine once eligible.”2

If I am undocumented, can Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) use my vaccination information to 
arrest and deport me?
It is extremely unlikely. You will not be asked your immigra�on status 
when seeking a vaccina�on from the City of Jersey City. Also, a feder-
al law called HIPAA (the Health Insurance Portability & Accountability 
Act) keeps private much of the informa�on you share with vaccine 
and other medical service providers. Without your permission, medi-
cal informa�on that uniquely iden�fies you or where you live is 
almost never shared.3 Also, ICE announced on February 1, 2021, it 
“does not and will not carry out enforcement opera�ons at or near 
health care facili�es [or vaccine sites], except in the most extraordi-
nary of circumstances.”2 If you are asked your immigra�on status 
when seeking a vaccina�on in Jersey City, please report it to 
201-547-5286.

Will getting vaccinated affect my
immigration status because of
“public charge”?
No. Covid-19 vaccina�on, tes�ng, and treat-
ment have never been part of the “public 
charge” restric�ons on new immigrants who 
need public benefits. Also, as of March 9, 
2021, the new “public charge” immigra�on 
rule is no longer being used, and the remain-
ing rule is much less severe.4

For more informa�on or to schedule 
a vaccina�on appointment:

201-373-2316
www.jcnj.org/vaccines

www.covid19.nj.gov/vaccine

JerseyCityNJ
JerseyCity
jerseycitynj

This bulletin is for general information purposes only and is not legal advice. 
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